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Experts all agree that human beings can mitigate EIICI’ g y
climate change by changing how we use energy for

heat, light, movement, and production. Stewards of el Fuseamd and S storee Sites
heritage sites and collections can engage the public at
the grassroots level to raise awareness about the
cultural and socioeconomic reasons for past choices
that have contributed to climate change. This book
will help cultural institutions identify ways to interpret
new stories through historic places and resources,
especially if staff have made the commitment to “go
green.” Without place-based context, discussions
about energy focus primarily on the science, and not
the human experience. By reminding us of our past
practices and values regarding energy production and
use, historic places can inspire different ways of
thinking about transitioning to different energy
sources, and question the doctrine that high energy
use is necessary for progress. Public interpretation can
expose the vast energy infrastructure and the impact
of energy extraction, production and use on place.
Historic sites offer place-based contexts for visitors to interact with and think critically about the processes and
the impact of energy development in, for example, a maritime village. This book synthesizes science with the
humanities outside of popular media and other politicized spaces to identify different kinds of energy resources
in many historic collections or sites. It supplements current calls for economic and policy changes, because as
stewards of historic places, we need to do what we can in this “all hands-on deck” moment to prepare for shared
stewardship of our future.
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